SCREENWRITER AGREEMENT TEMPLATE 

This Agreement is made as of [DATE], by and between [PRODUCER’S NAME], located at [PRODUCER’S ADDRESS] ("Producer"), and [WRITER], an individual with an address at [WRITER’S ADDRESS] ("Screenwriter"). This Agreement will set forth the terms under which Producer has agreed to engage Screenwriter to render services to Producer in connection with the film currently entitled [NAME OF FILM] (the “Film”).
1.
Provision of Services by Independent Screenwriter
Screenwriter shall prepare and deliver the script for the Film in accordance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement. Screenwriter shall perform said services at the times and places required by Producer and in a conscientious and professional manner, consistent with Screenwriter’s best efforts, talents, and abilities. It is understood that Screenwriter is an independent contractor in the performance of this Agreement and not an employee of Producer.  Nothing contained herein shall be construed to imply an employment, joint venture, or principal-and-agent relationship between the parties; and neither party shall have any right, power or authority to create any obligation, express or implied, on behalf of the other.  Screenwriter shall not be entitled to participate in any plans, benefits or distributions intended for Producer employees.  Screenwriter agrees that Producer will make no deductions from any compensation paid to Screenwriter for, and Screenwriter shall have full and exclusive liability for, the payment of any taxes and/or contributions for unemployment insurance, workers' compensation or any other employment-related costs or obligations, related to the provision of the Screenwriter’s services. 
2.
Term

Time is of the essence in the provision of Screenwriter’s services under this Agreement.  Screenwriter shall deliver completed work to Producer according to the schedule set forth in Exhibit A. Should any scheduling conflict or impediment to completion of the services or to any portion thereof arise, Screenwriter will promptly contact Producer. This Agreement shall terminate upon completion of editing of the film.
3.
Consideration
As full and complete consideration for all rights, property, and promises granted herein, Producer shall remit compensation to Screenwriter in the form of [INSERT AGREED-UPON CONSIDERATION]. Both parties agree that this constitutes adequate consideration to support the rights granted to Producer by Screenwriter herein. For purposes of this paragraph, “consideration” means something of value to which Screenwriter is not already entitled.
4.
Screen Credit
Producer shall accord Screenwriter the following screen credit on the Film: [SCREEN CREDIT]. All aspects of such credit, including but not limited to placement, size, type, and duration, shall be determined by Producer in Producer’s sole discretion. 
5.
Ownership of Intellectual Property; Work-For Hire
Screenwriter acknowledges and agrees that the Film script and all results, product, and proceeds therefrom, including the Film itself and all manuscripts, drafts, notes, formats, versions, and portions thereof (collectively, the “Work”) are works-for-hire under the United States Copyright Act. Producer shall solely and exclusively own all right, title, and interest to the Work, including, but not limited to, worldwide copyrights, moral rights, trademarks, rights of publicity, merchandising rights, and all other rights of whatever kind and character throughout the world, in perpetuity. Producer may add to, subtract from, change, arrange, revise, adapt for alternate mediums and venues, rearrange, translate into any and all languages, change the sequence, change the characters and the descriptions thereof, change the title, record, photograph, make derivative and sequential works from, produce, reproduce, broadcast, use, perform, commercialize, distribute, register, protect, and enforce the Work, or any portion, character, or composition thereof, in Producer’s sole and absolute discretion.
6.
Editorial and Artistic Control

Screenwriter waives any right to interfere with or to prevent the exercise of Producer’s sole and absolute discretion with regard to the Work, including all matters of direction, artistic taste, and judgment. It is understood and agreed that Producer shall retain content, editorial, and technical control of the Work at all times. 
7.
Confidentiality

Screenwriter acknowledges and agrees that: (a) the Work and any information, work in progress, storyboards, concepts, artwork, casting, release dates, locations, trade secrets, or other confidential matter related to the Film and to any other business or projects of Producer constitute confidential information ("Confidential Information"), and (b) that Screenwriter shall not use, copy or disclose to any person or entity any such Confidential Information, unless such use, copying, or disclosure is necessary to accomplish Screenwriter's duties hereunder and has been preauthorized in writing by Producer. In keeping with Screenwriter’s confidentiality obligations, Screenwriter will not directly or indirectly create, circulate, publish, or otherwise disseminate any news story, article, book, social media post, image, interview, or other media concerning the Work, at any stage or period of development or production, without Producer’s prior written consent. 
8.
Indemnity and Warranty

Screenwriter warrants and represents that: (a) all of the Work shall be wholly original, except as to matters within the public domain; and (b) none of the Work shall infringe upon or violate the intellectual property, privacy, or publicity rights of, or constitute defamation against, or violate any common law or any other rights of, any person, group, or entity. Screenwriter shall indemnify and hold Producer harmless from any and all claims, causes of action, losses, damage, liabilities, costs, and expenses, including attorney fees, arising from the breach of the warranties in this paragraph. 
9.
Termination
Screenwriter’s connection to the Film is at-will and may be terminated at any time, for any reason or for no reason, upon written notice thereof to Screenwriter. Termination of this Agreement, whether by exercise of a right of termination, lapse of time, mutual consent, operation of law, or otherwise shall terminate Producer’s obligation to pay Screenwriter any further compensation. 
10.
Assignment

This Agreement is personal to Screenwriter. Neither this Agreement nor any rights or duties hereunder may be assigned or delegated to any other person or entity. Any such purported assignment or subcontract shall be void.

11.
Entire Agreement

This Agreement represents the entire agreement of the parties hereto relating to the subject matter hereof, and any prior agreements, promises, negotiations, or representations, whether oral or written, not expressly set forth in this Agreement are of no force and effect.  This Agreement may be modified only by a writing signed by both parties.
12.
Governing Law

This Agreement shall take effect under and be governed by the laws of the State of [STATE WHERE PRODUCER IS LOCATED].
13.
Authority

The undersigned warrants and represents that the undersigned has full power and authority to enter into this Agreement, to bind Contractor hereto, and to grant the rights set forth herein.

PRODUCER:

________________________
By:

Address:  

Telephone Number: 

SCREENWRITER:

_______________________
By: 

Address:  

Telephone Number:  

EXHIBIT A
[LIST DEADLINES FOR DRAFTS, REVISIONS, AND FINAL MANUSCRIPT]
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The obligatory fine print: This sample document is for informational and educational purposes, and does not constitute the provision of legal or other professional advice. You should seek counsel from an attorney licensed in your state before relying on or using any sample agreement or template so that the document may be adapted to your specific circumstances and needs.

